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Invitation

Learning from the Past—Acting in the Present:
Jewish Perspectives on Antisemitism in Past and Present

Webinar
December 3, 2024, 14:00 - 16:00 (UTC+2)

Education on antisemitism and the amplification of Jewish perspectives on antisemitism are
more important today than ever. With rising antisemitic incidents, the need to engage with the
lived experiences of survivors and their descendants is critical for understanding the ongoing
impact of antisemitism. This webinar will introduce educational materials that focus on Jewish
perspectives on antisemitism, both past and present. The materials provide crucial insights into
how Holocaust survivors and their families navigate the enduring legacies of trauma and

prejudice. The webinar will also give an insight into the testimonies of the October 7™ massacres.

The event will highlight two interview projects, conducted in 2022 and 2023, from the
Bundesverband RIAS, that offer powerful testimonies from survivors and their descendants. The
first project, “Learning from the Past— Acting in the Present”, features interviews with eight
Shoah survivors and some of their families, exploring how antisemitism has persisted over time
and continues to impact Jewish communities. The interviewees discuss their survival during
National Socialism, share personal experiences with antisemitism, and address the issue of
transgenerational trauma. The second project, “Continuities and Discontinuities”, focuses on the
2nd and 3rd generation of Holocaust survivors. Through four interviews, it examines how
transgenerational trauma shapes identity and their ongoing struggle against contemporary
antisemitism. The descendants reflect on how their family histories influenced their upbringing
and the role those experiences play in their lives today. Personal encounters with current forms
of antisemitism, as well as their dramatic rise, are central to the interviews—most of which were
conducted shortly after the massacres of October 7, 2023.

Additionally, the USC Shoah Foundation’s interview project, that captures the testimonies of
October 7" survivors and witnesses, will be introduced. Since the October 7" massacres in Is-
rael, the USC Shoah Foundation has been conducting and collecting hundreds of interviews of

survivors and witness as part of their initiative to document contemporary antisemitism.
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Key questions to be explored include:
e How do survivors and their descendants reflect on Holocaust distortion and denial?
e« What roles do testimonies and Jewish perspectives on antisemitism play in education
and identity formation?
e What are the common and unique challenges faced by different EU countries in this

regard?

The webinar will feature presentations from Benjamin Steinitz, Executive Director of
Bundesverband RIAS, and Vanessa Gelardo, Educational Trainer of Bundesverband RIAS, who
will introduce the interview projects and their educational applications. Lukas Welz, Executive
Director of AMCHA, will discuss the impact of Holocaust denial and distortion on survivors and
their descendants today. Crispin Brooks, archivist at the USC Shoah Foundation, gives an
insight into an interview project with October 7% survivors and witnesses. The event will also
include a panel discussion featuring experts from the European Network on Monitoring
Antisemitism (ENMA), who will explore the role of survivor testimonies in education across
different European contexts.

The webinar offers a live Q&A session, allowing participants to engage with the speakers.

Registration

Register for the webinar via Guestoo https://gstoo.de/enma-education by December 2, 2024.
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Schedule
14:00 - 14:05

14:05-14:35

14:35-14:50

14:50-15:10

15:10 - 15:30
15:30 -16:00

Opening Remarks

Benjamin Steinitz, Executive Director of the Bundesverband RIAS
“Learning from the Past—Acting in the Present”—Introducing the
Interview Projects

Vanessa Gelardo, Educational Trainer of Bundesverband RIAS

USC Shoah Foundation's interviews with October 7th survivors and withesses
Crispin Brooks, Archivist at USC Shoah Foundation

The Impact of Holocaust Denial and Distortion for Survivors and
Descendants Today

Lukas Welz, Executive Director AMCHA Germany

Q&A Session

Panel Discussion: The Role of Testimonies of Shoah Survivors and the
2nd and 3rd Generations in Education — Similarities and Differences in
International Comparison

Murilo Cambruzzi (CDEC, Italy)

Jakub Kral (FZO (Czech Republic)

Anna Makdwka-Kwapisiewicz (Czulent, Poland)

Judith Stein (IKG Vienna, Austria)

Moderation: Cord-Heinrich Plinke (Bundesverband RIAS)
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About the Organizer

Bundesverband RIAS e. V. is a founding member of the European Network on Monitoring
Antisemitism (ENMA), which aims to provide internationally comparable data on antisemitic
incidents and enhance educational efforts across Europe. More Information about ENMA is

available at enma.eu

Disclaimer

Event organizers reserve the right to exercise their domiciliary rights and to refuse entry to, or
exclude from the event, persons who belong to right-wing extremist or Islamist parties or
organizations, those associated with the right-wing extremist, /slamist or anti-/sraeli scene, or

who have previously made racist, nationalist, antisemitic or other inhumane statements.
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